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Illicit Drug Overdose Deaths in BC 

>30 per 
100,000 

5 



 60 deaths: January 1 to August 31, 2017 

 

 47 deaths in all of 2016 (record year) 

 

 Approximately 90 deaths projected for 2017 at this pace 

 

 Illicit drug overdose death rate is higher than Vancouver 

 

 Kelowna Census Metropolitan Area ranked highest in the 

country among 34 for opioid poisoning hospitalizations in 

2016/17 

Illicit Drug Overdoses Kelowna 



Overdose Deaths by Top Township, 2007-2017* 
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*2017 data includes January 1, 2017 to August 31, 2017 



 Males aged 30-49 

 Aboriginal population 

 People using drugs alone and in private residences 

 Fentanyl detected in >90% of fatal overdoses 

 Various drug types and modes of consumption reported 

 Regular and occasional users 

 

 

Who is affected? 





 Take Home Naloxone program 

 Mobile supervised consumption services 

 Increased access to treatment 

Components of Interior Health’s  Response 



 Estimated 0.5% - 1% of IH residents use illicit substance 

other than marijuana on a regular basis (prevalence 

similar across BC, Canada, other G8) 

 

 Social determinants of health such as housing, income, 

mental health, trauma are most common cause (80-

85%), Chronic pain a significant contributor (15-20%) 

 

Community Response 



 Overdose task groups are emerging across BC: 

 To increase public knowledge regarding drug use 

 To promote prevention of drug use in the first place 

 To reduce stigma associated with overdoses, drug use, 

homelessness, harm reduction and mental health 

disorders 

 To build compassion, inclusion and engagement of 

vulnerable individuals 

Community Response 
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Discussion and Questions 
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