
 
 
 

Vision: 

To inspire a community to be alive with its history – 
connecting people and place. 
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Kelowna Museums Society 

• Okanagan Heritage Museum 

• Okanagan Military Museum 

• Okanagan Wine & Orchard Museum 

• Central Okanagan Sports Hall of Fame 

• Laurel Packinghouse 

• Kelowna Public Archives 

• Ursula Surtees Conservation Lab 
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Challenges 2016 



KMS Response 

Focus on Programming and outreach 

 



The outcome 

• 2016 total participation was 35,753, maintaining 5 
year average position. 

• 2017 walk-in traffic is tracking 67% above 2016. 

• 51% of overall visitors were tourists from BC, 
Alberta, Canada, USA, and overseas. 

• An additional 32,050 people came for 196 events at 
the Laurel Packinghouse, a 10% increase over 
previous year. 

 

 



Highlights 2016/17 

• Gallery Renewal at Okanagan Heritage Museum 
continues. 

• Collaborative partnerships helped us achieve more. 

• Best participation ever in school and public 
programs, at 19,733. 

• Capacity of Kelowna Public Archives was 
enhanced. 

• The sesquicentennial provides new opportunities 
to deliver on our mission. 

 

 

 



Gallery Renewal 



“…lots of great improvements to the permanent galleries including the biodiversity 
gallery, winter home, and sports hall” –museum guest  

 





Over 25 resource people consulted for the 
gallery overhaul thus far.  



Quiet Stories from  
Canadian Places 



 
 

Celebrating diverse cultures, histories, and possibilities  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City Sesquicentennial Grant  

Central Okanagan Foundation 

Community Foundations of Canada 

 



Collaborative Partnerships 



Social Life  
of Water 

Co-Creative Collaboration 
ONA, SHM, UBCO, OBWB, KMS, and others 
Funders include COF, SSHRC, Mitacs, 
Hampton 
WATER 
 



It started with conversations. 
Over 90 voices informed development, with dozens more in evaluation. 
Responsive, inclusive , and vibrant. 



$13,250 from local business 



17 



Partnering with City to highlight distinct identity and enhance vibrancy of urban centre 



Heritage and Cultural Sector partners 



Ongoing partnership: 
Okanagan Military 
Museum Society 



Shared experiences strengthen 
families and develop the next 

generation. 
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21 new school programs- 12,224 came, Up 37% 
Research shows that museums provide rich, immersive learning environments. 

School programs reach every neighbourhood in the City. 

 





Regional Heritage 
Fair 



Programs are not just for kids! Cultural experiences  are enjoyed by  
adults –both locals and tourists  

 
 

Credit M. Hintringer 

  



New Directions 

 

From VQA to Okanagan Wine & Orchard Museum 



Credit M. Hintringer 

Laurel Gift Shop showcases distinct identity of Okanagan. 
New revenue stream. 



196 Events                  and  32,050 guests add vibrancy to our  urban centre 

 
 



Kelowna Public Archives 
Development 
 

Heritage Canada funding 
159 Researchers, 5 + 14 Oral Histories 

Honouring our history 



2016 REVENUES 

City of Kelowna

Grants

Other Grants

Self Generated

Other

TOTAL 
REVENUES: 
$1,218,247 



 
Thank You Major Funders! 
 



92 active volunteers logged 2846 hours in 2016 



2016 EXPENDITURES 

Staffing

Premises Costs

Programs and

Collections

Administration

TOTAL 
EXPENDITURES: 
$1,199,695 



2016 payroll $726,753 16 F/T 10 P/T  
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