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To: Planning Department  City of Kelowna 
  
February 8, 2017 
 

 Re:   Design Rationale for Proposed Development of The Garden House, 205, 
 Hwy 33E, Kelowna, BC  (The Site) 
 
Dear City of Kelowna Planning Department, 
 
We are submitting the development of The Garden House at 205, Hwy 33 E in 
Kelowna noting the following Design Rationale for the project: 
 
Recognizing the need for affordable rental housing in Kelowna, the Owners of The 
Garden House are proposing a third storey addition to the existing 2 storey 
apartment building at the site noting: 
 
i. The existing footprint is to remain.  This approach allows for the retention of 
the existing needed apartments, reduces resources required to provide a finished 
project and reduced the construction time to achieve the completed project and 
put the rental units on the market. 
ii. The existing building was previously design without an Architect requiring a 
firewall assembly to divide the building into two.  The renovation will include 
abandoning the firewall and removing associated hallway doors making the 
finished project more attractive from a livability perspective. 
iii. The proposal addition does not require any variances under the current 
zone meaning the resulting finished building will meet the intention of the zone for 
height, density and parking. 
iv. The renovation project will enhance the overall aesthetic of the building as 
it illustrated on the last page of before/after images. 
v. The retention of existing landscaping means reduced requirement of 
organic material and taking advantage of the existing services to maintain the 
landscaping. 
vi. The new addition will provide 9' ceiling units on top of 2 storeys of 8' 
ceiling units thereby providing attractive rental homes in the area.  Additionally, 
the new addition will include generous decks to the new apartments that meet the 
minimum private exterior space for the building with the share green space 
contributing to the additional private green space to be share by the remainder of 
the building. 
 
This proposed development recognizes the City of Kelowna’s strategic approach to 
urban growth including better use of existing land through increased density of The 
Site as compared to the existing.  Additionally the project results in the addition of 
much needed rental housing as part of the proposal. 
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We look forward to your supportive comments in response to this Development 
Permit. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact our office if you have any questions or require 
additional information in these matters. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Matt Johnston Architect AIBC, AAA, Leed AP 

Architecturally Distinct Solutions Inc.  
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Existing Building Photos 

Proposed Building Renderings: 
Renderings updated (shown in Schedule B)
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