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To share our experience in attending a
city council meeting 

To discuss barriers to young people’s
engagement in municipal politics 

To highlight the importance of young
people’s perspectives on municipal
decision-making 
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THE PROBLEM THE PROBLEM 
Young adults (18-30) are missing from
municipal politics and underrepresented
in decision-making. 



OUR EXPERIENCEOUR EXPERIENCE

95%

50+

25

men

10

women 

Lack of

POC  

19

speakers

November 18  public hearingth

Parking variances, proposed developments



Decisions reflect who is in the

room 

Attendees are prepared and

passionate 

Youth voices exist, but often

need adult allies 

OUR OBSERVATIONS OUR OBSERVATIONS 



BARRIERS
Structural

Institutional

Knowledge gaps

Timing & accesibility

Formal procedures & etiquette

Jargon & processes



WHY THIS MATTERS WHY THIS MATTERS 

Young people bring unique

perspectives

Empowering young people

to become long-term active

community members 



Long-term decision-making mostly impacts young people

WHY THIS MATTERS WHY THIS MATTERS 

Climate

Housing

Affordability

Mobility



=

WHAT CAN THE CITY DO? WHAT CAN THE CITY DO? 
Reduce barriers to young people's engagement

Recognize young people's voices as essential to Kelowna’s

future

Prioritize generational planning

Support youth engagement in the context of post-secondary

institutions



OUR CONTRIBUTIONS



Regardless of age, all voices deserve to
be reflected in Kelowna’s present and
future.‌  

This engagement requires meaningful
and intentional change in municipal
decision-making and governance. 

Let’s shape Kelowna’s future‌
together.‌  

CONCLUSION CONCLUSION 
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