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Applicant Submission

Application ID: 64025

Application Status: Under LG Review

Applicant: Maria Kitsch , Trent Kitsch

Agent: Maria Kitsch

Local Government: City of Kelowna

Local Government Date of Receipt: 10/25/2021

ALC Date of Receipt: This application has not been submitted to ALC yet.

Proposal Type: Non-Adhering Residential Use - Additional Residence for Farm Use

Proposal: Purchased by us in Nov 2018, the property came with a small 2 bedroom home (768sq ft and

surface area) and the principal residence (3,700 surface area, 6,500 sq ft). We have applied for and been

granted permission to build a winery but the location of the small home is at the spot that makes the most

sense for the winery (not arable, close to wastewater, driveway access already exists etc). Because the

small home is original, the municipality doesn't have permits for it. This proposal is to request permission

to KEEP and MOVE the small home to a new location on the property that is also not farmed. Site plan

and home layout included in attachments. Second consideration also being requested to allow a 12x12

bedroom to be added to the footprint of the small home, bringing it to 914sq ft if approved. The addition

of this room would allow us to house sufficient workers for our vineyards.

Agent Information

Agent: Maria Kitsch

Mailing Address:

2830 East Kelowna Rd

Kelowna, BC

VIW 4H5

Canada

Primary Phone: (778) 821-1955

Email: ria.kitsch@gmail.com

Parcel Information

Parcel(s) Under Application

1. Ownership Type: Fee Simple
Parcel Identifier: 003-268-993
Legal Description: Lot A Plan KAP32982 Section 16 Township 26 Land District 41 Except Plan o

KAP71228
Parcel Area: 8.1 ha
Civic Address: 2830 East Kelowna Rd
Date of Purchase: 11/05/2018
Farm Classification: Yes
Owners
1. Name: Maria Kitsch
Address:
2830 East Kelowna Rd

Applicant: Maria Kitsch , Trent Kitsch
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Kelowna, BC

V1W 4H5

Canada

Phone: (778) 821-1955

Email: ria.kitsch@gmail.com
2. Name: Trent Kitsch

Address:

2830 East Kelowna Rd

Kelowna, BC

VIW 4H5

Canada

Phone: (250) 317-5140

Email: trent@kitschwines.ca

Ownership or Interest in Other Lands Within This Community

1. Ownership Type: Fee Simple
Parcel Identifier: 025-418-726
Owner with Parcel Interest: Maria Kitsch
Parcel Area: 1.3 ha
Land Use Type: Residential
Interest Type: Partial Ownership

2. Ownership Type: Fee Simple
Parcel Identifier: 005-266-980
Owner with Parcel Interest: Maria Kitsch
Parcel Area: 7.5 ha
Land Use Type: Agricultural/Farm
Interest Type: Unregistered Lease

Current Use of Parcels Under Application

1. Quantify and describe in detail all agriculture that currently takes place on the parcel(s).

11.5 acres are farmed, all in Pinot Noir grapes. The original two-bedroom home is used for Foreign
Workers. The paved area is used to crush grapes into juice which is fermented offsite at the family's
licensed location nearby. We have 5 chickens who are often let fiee range in the vineyard, the eggs are
used for personal consumption only.

2. Quantify and describe in detail all agricultural improvements made to the parcel(s).
3 acres of planted area was added Spring 2020 (originally was 8.5 acres of cherries).

3. Quantify and describe all non-agricultural uses that currently take place on the parcel(s).

We (the owners) reside at the property in a home who's footprint area is 3,700sq ft. We are a family of 4
with 2 dogs.

Adjacent Land Uses

North

Land Use Type: Agricultural/Farm

Applicant: Maria Kitsch , Trent Kitsch



Specify Activity: Orchard and wine grapes
East

Land Use Type: Agricultural/Farm
Specify Activity: Orchard

South

Land Use Type: Agricultural/Farm
Specify Activity: Orchard

Waest

Land Use Type: Residential
Specify Activity: 3 acre empty lot on a subdivision

Proposal

1. What is the purpose of the proposal?

Purchased by us in Nov 2018, the property came with a small 2 bedroom home (768sq ft and surface
area) and the principal residence (3,700 surface area, 6,500 sq ft). We have applied for and been granted
permission to build a winery but the location of the small home is at the spot that makes the most sense
Jor the winery (not arable, close to wastewater, driveway access already exists etc). Because the small
home is original, the municipality doesn't have permits for it. This proposal is to request permission to
KEEP and MOVE the small home to a new location on the property that is also not farmed. Site plan and
home layout included in attachments. Second consideration also being requested to allow a 12x12
bedroom to be added to the footprint of the small home, bringing it to 914sq ft if approved. The addition
of this room would allow us to house sufficient workers for our vineyards.

2. Describe the necessity for an additional residence for farm use and how it will support
agriculture in the short or long term.

Farmed area is currently 11.5 acres on property and 10.25 leased nearby (where wine is currently
manufactured). By MOVING the current farm worker house, we can have a purpose-built wine
manufacturing facility on owned property rather than leased property (currently operating out of a
residential garage) and grow our volume to match our growing vineyard footprint. By KEEPING the
current farm worker house on this property, we can house a couple of workers that come in_from Mexico
(currently bringing in 2 women April-Oct annually). Our application also includes a potential expansion
of 144sq ft to the farm worker house for 1 more bedroom to house 2 more workers (1 worker per 5 acres
of vineyard is an industry average, meaning we need at least 4 to farm our 21.75 acres combined), putting
the total sq fi at 914 if expansion is approved.

3. Describe the size, type and number, as well as occupancy of all residential structures currently
located on the property.

House #1 - original farm house, 2 bedrooms, 1 bathroom, 768sq ft. Used to house two temporary foreign
workers annually from April - Oct.

House #2 - Residential home built 2007. 5 bedrooms, 5 bathrooms. Lot coverage of 3,700 sq ft. 3 storeys,
total square footage of 6,500. Used to house our family of 4.

4. What is the total floor area of the proposed additional residence in square metres?
85 m?

S. Describe the rationale for the proposed location of the additional residence.

New location is similar to current: both are grassy, non-planted, near edge of property, have vehicle
access, are near services and tie-ins. The current location of the farm worker house is on the big grassy
area that has been approved by the ALR for building a winery. We are applying so that we keep the farm

Applicant: Maria Kitsch , Trent Kitsch



worker accommodation which is hard to find and expensive in Kelowna without impacting the farmed
area while also giving the winery the best chance for efficient operations. Farm workers have proven to
be essential in today's labour market.

6. What is the total area of infrastructure necessary to support the additional residence?

The proposed location already has vehicle access and access to services and tie in to the existing septic.
The only need will be a concrete slab for the foundation that is the dimension of the home (768 ft2 if the
same, 914ft2 if additional bedroom is approved).

7. Do you need to import any fill to construct the additional residence or infrastructure?
No

Applicant Attachments

Agent Agreement-Maria Kitsch

Proposal Sketch-64025

Other correspondence or file information-Letter of Rationale and photos
Other correspondence or file information-Farm house drawing
Certificate of Title-003-268-993

ALC Attachments

None.

Decisions

None.

Applicant: Maria Kitsch , Trent Kitsch
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2830 East Kelowna Rd e IGA KE|OW!\1&
Kelowna, BC, VIW 4H5

October 22, 2021

Agricultural Land Commission
201 - 4940 Canada Way
Burnaby, BC, V5G 4K6

Re: Non-Adhering Residential Use Permit, Relocation of Farm Worker House
Subject Property: 2830 East Kelowna Rd, Kelowna BC

Timeline

Unknown: Original 2 bedroom, 1 bathroom home built (768ft?)

2006: 5 bedroom, 5 bathroom home built (3,700 surface area, 6,400 living area)

November 2018: Property purchased by current owners

May 2020: 11.5 acres of vineyard planted (including 3.5 acres of previously unplanted area)
September 2020: ALC approves winery production building on property (Application 59612)

Summer 2021: ALC announces they will be in support for secondary residences for farm workers

Supporting Information:

The owners of the subject property also own a winery (Kitsch Wines Ltd.) which operates nearby
at 3330 Neid Road where 10.25ac more of vines are leased and managed.

In vineyard management, a rule of thumb is 1 worker per 5 acres of vines. The combination of
the two vineyards = 21.75 acres and would therefore warrant about 4 workers (2 workers for
each site).

The applicants were very pleased to have been granted permission to build a winery at the subjct
property, but after considering the design, they realized they were going to loose a very valuable
asset: the existing farm worker home. In the last year, many other winery locations have been
discussed and vetted with architects, geotech and the municipality but it has been confirmed
that the approved location is where the winery should go due to area availability and access to
roads and services without using arable land. When the ALC announced recently that small farm
worker houses would be approved, the applicants decided to make this application.
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The existing farm worker home is original, the municipality doesn't have permits for it, but it was
renovated prior to 2018 and in great condition. This proposal is to request permission to KEEP
and MOVE the small home to a new location on the property that is also not farmed - photos
below and site plan attached to application.

Additional consideration also being requested is to allow a 12x12 bedroom to be added to the
footprint of the small home, bringing it to 914sq ft, if approved. The addition of this room would
allow applicants to house sufficient workers for our vineyards.

The farmed area is currently 11.5 acres on property and 10.25 acres leased nearby (where wine
is currently manufactured). By MOVING the current farm worker house, we can have a purpose-
built wine manufacturing facility on owned property rather than leased property (currently
operating out of a residential garage) and grow our volume to match our growing vineyard
footprint. By KEEPING the current farm worker house on this property, we can house the workers
that come in from Mexico (currently bringing in 2 women April-Oct annually). Our application
also includes a potential expansion of 144sq ft to the farm worker house for 1 more 12x12
bedroom which would allow for 2 more workers (1 worker per 5 acres of vineyard is an industry
average, meaning we need at least 4 to farm our 21.75 acres combined), putting the total sq ft
at 914 if expansion is approved.

The rationale for moving the small home is the new location is like the current: both are grassy,
non-planted, near edge of property, have vehicle access, are near services and tie-ins. The current
location of the farm worker house is on the big grassy area that has been approved by the ALR
for building a winery. We are applying so that we keep the farm worker accommodation which
is hard to find and expensive in Kelowna without impacting the farmed area while also giving the
winery the best chance for efficient operations.

The proposed location already has vehicle access and access to services and tie into the existing
septic. The only need will be a concrete slab for the foundation that is the dimension of the home
(768 ft2 if the same, 914ft2 if 1 additional bedroom is approved).

In summary, we would like to move the small home approx. 275 feet to another non-farmed area
on the property and add one more bedroom, if approved. The reason for moving is it would
allow us to build the ALR approved winery where the home currently sits and keep the temporary
foreign worker housing.

See Site Photos below
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Above: View facing Southwest, showing existing farm house (RV parked in front) and big grassy
area where wine production building is proposed and approved by ALR.

Above: View facing Northeast. You can see the back of the farm worker house in it’s current
location and it’s general size. Vineyard is in background as well as a bit of the roofline of the main
single family home.
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Above: View facing South. RV is parked in front of farm worker house in its existing location in
the distance. This photo is taken where new location is proposed. Fence will be taken down and
ring road is on other side around the edge of the vineyard. (don’t mind the grass, that was for
irrigation repairs). The main single family residence is also visible.

Above: View facing North. Future farm worker house proposed location, tucked right up to trees
and fence line. The side of the family home facing this area has virtually no windows so the
privacy of both homes will be intact. The septic is located under the grass closer to the family
home.



