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Background

Recycle BC is Stewardship Group for residential 
paper and printed packaging

City has a contract to collect recycling for them 
and City receives a financial incentive

Contract requires a commitment from the City to
 collect for Recycle BC for an additional 5-years; or
 return collection services to Recycle BC

 Decision due July 1, 2022

Review suggests that having Recycle BC perform 
collection is best value to citizens



Technical Considerations

This decision is about who will collect the recycling

Does not impact multi family recycling 
 Recycle BC works directly with interested haulers for 

multi family collection

Does not impact expanded organics diversion
 Regional waste diversion initiative



Technical Considerations

 If Recycle BC collects recycling, they would design 
program and collection contracts

City would request an extension to Recycle BC 
contract  to April 2026

Aligns with expiration of existing curbside contract

Recycle BC is open to discuss the extension should 
the City officially request they perform collection



Technical Considerations
Contamination Levels
Contamination rates 

 Approximately 13% total contamination

 Approximately 7.4% not accepted materials

 Requirement in Recycle BC contract = 3%

Volumes recovered

Program Contamination from not accepted 
materials

Net recycling 
household

Kelowna 7.4% 125 kg

All Single Stream 8.8% 125 kg

All Multi Stream 4.1% 139 kg



Kelowna Contamination Rate



Examples of contamination



Technical Considerations
What could the program look like
No decrease in service – may add glass to curbside

 Includes current blue bin materials and every 2 
week pick up as a minimum

Single stream or multi stream 
 Carts 
 Bins
 Bags

Change in pickup dates possible

Recycle pick up may not be the same days as 
garbage pick ups



Kelowna Single Stream 
Sorting Guide



Multi Stream Pick up 
NORD Sorting Guide

Source: Example Guide – RecycleBC/RDNO



Kelowna Single Stream 
Cart Pick up



Multi Stream Pick Up by
Recycle BC -City of  Vancouver

Source: City of Vancouver – Waste Collection Guide



Technical Considerations

Survey of residents shows 
 An overall satisfaction with current recycling collection

 Strong willingness to spend time sorting recycling

 Strong willingness to use a multi stream process

Diminishing benefits to adding recycling beyond 
Federal and Provincial Programs

Focus on waste diversion



Technical Considerations

Discussions with other municipalities that have 
returned services to Recycle BC have been positive

Convenience of single stream 

Single and multi stream produce similar levels of 
recovery with less contamination in multi stream

Kelowna could be the first single stream to convert 
multi stream

Expect short term education and complaints as 
part of any system transition 



Other Considerations
Extended Producer Responsibility Program

 Eight current categories including subsets

 Five new categories added in 2022

 To be operational by 2026 

 Funded by deposit or fee system

Single Use Plastics Ban

Continued expectation to see Federal and 
Provincial waste elimination

Work with RDCO under SWMP to evaluate 
expanded depot or recycling programs

Benefit of additional staff capacity



BC Current EPR List

Beverage containers

Lead-acid batteries

Packaging and paper products (RECYCLE BC)

Paints, solvents, pesticides and gasoline

Pharmaceuticals

Tires

Used oil and antifreeze

Electronics (10 sub categories)



Provincial EPR Expansion 

Hybrid/EV and other batteries  

Mattresses and foundations

Compressed canisters (examples - single-use 
camping fuel and fire extinguishers) 

Home Medical sharps

Emerging electronics and more moderately 
hazardous products 



Financial Review

Contractual obligation to have less than 3% 
contamination

Potential for surcharges to the City for not meeting 
contamination levels

Maximum of $120,000 in first year

 Increases to $480,000 in fourth year

Unlikely to see maximum surcharges

Lowers payments resulting in need to increase 
taxation to offset funding



Financial Review

Recycle BC pays the City an Incentive to collect the 
recycling on their behalf

$35.40/HH increasing to $37.40/HH July 1

Covers recycling collection, bins, some overhead 
and education

City currently has a slight positive cash flow

Assuming no surcharges are applied, recycling 
costs increase by 2% result in the City subsidizing 
Provincially mandated programs



Financial Review

Assuming no surcharges are applied, recycling 
costs increase by 2% result in the City subsidizing 
Provincially mandated programs

Annual increases in costs average more than 2% 
per year

 Increases in costs or surcharges are directly tied to 
the City’s financial liability  

This financial risk is mitigated if Recycle BC collects 
recycling



Future Work

Review of recycling expansion

Review of depot accessibility

SWMP effectiveness review

Building deconstruction

Expanded organics diversion 



Questions?
For more information, visit kelowna.ca.


