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Bus:  (250) 469-7070 ext 12287  POPULATION HEALTH 
Email:  Tanya.Osborne@interiorhealth.ca  505 Doyle Avenue 
Web:  www.interiorhealth.ca Kelowna, BC V1Y 0C5 
 

 

 
 

 
Dec 16, 2020 
 
City of Kelowna 
1435 Water Street,  
Kelowna, BC  V1Y 1J4       
 
Dear Lauren Moore,  
 
Re: A20-0004, FH20-0004 – Request for Temporary Farm Worker Housing at 3201 Pooley Road 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this application.  It is my understanding the applicant is 
requesting a permit to allow for Temporary Farm Worker (TFW) Housing on ALR land to house up to 60 TFWs. 
The referral has been reviewed from a Healthy Food Systems and a Healthy Communities Development 
perspective. The following is for your consideration: 

Housing 
 
While Interior Health recognizes the importance of having housing available for TFW, this proposed housing may 
not support the health and wellness of the workers.   

• The location of the housing on Pooley Road is outside the Permanent Growth Boundary and does not 
provide convenient access to amenities the workers may require.  

• Not having easy access to a variety of amenities, such as public transportation and grocery stores, may 
have a negative impact on the workers’ physical and mental health.   In addition, opportunities for social 
connection with the broader community of Kelowna will be limited.  
 

Interior Health also recognizes the farm employer’s need to have the workers housed in proximity to the farm.  
However, the health and wellness of the workers also should be consider while they are working in the 
community.  A possible option would be to have housing located within the Permanent Growth Boundary (See 
example from Abbotsford).  If this is not possible, then partnerships with community groups and social services 
are suggested to ensure the health and wellness of the workers are supported.  In addition, regardless of where 
the housing is located, engagement with the farm workers to identify their needs and partnerships with social 
services are suggested to ensure they are connected with city and other amenities.  
 
Environmental Public Health 

Interior Health, over the years, has received and investigated complaints of poor farm worker housing 
conditions.  As such, we are interested in continuing to work with the City of Kelowna to ensure safe and 
sanitary housing conditions for farm workers.  In addition, to ensure the applicant is following City of Kelowna’s 
Specific Use Regulations for Temporary Farm Worker Housing (section 9.13); it is recommended prior to Building 
Permit issuance, Interior Health - Environmental Health program confirm all regulatory requirements have been 
met.  The Environmental Health program can be contacted at HP.Admin.Central@interiorhealth.ca. 

https://www.missioncityrecord.com/news/abbotsford-greenhouse-grower-looks-to-build-apartment-building-to-house-up-to-104-farmworkers/
https://apps.kelowna.ca/CityPage/Docs/PDFs/Bylaws/Zoning%20Bylaw%20No.%208000/Section%2009%20-%20Specific%20Use%20Regulations.pdf
mailto:HP.Admin.Central@interiorhealth.ca
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Bus:  (250) 469-7070 ext 12287  POPULATION HEALTH 
Email:  Tanya.Osborne@interiorhealth.ca  505 Doyle Avenue 
Web:  www.interiorhealth.ca Kelowna, BC V1Y 0C5 
 

It is my understanding that the subject parcel is serviced by community water and not sanitary sewer systems. 
From an Environmental Public Health perspective, the following legislation may apply to this proposal: 

• Sewerage System Regulation: Prescribes any buildings in which domestic sewage is produced must be 
connected to the sanitary sewer system or a sewerage system.  See IH Onsite Sewerage webpage for 
more information. 

• Industrial Camps Regulation: Prescribes the minimum housing standards that must be met. Even though 
this regulation is for where there are five or more occupants, these standards are still encouraged to be 
followed as best practice.  

• Food Premises Regulation: Prescribes requirements for food preparation and service to workers. 
 

More information about sewerage and food premise requirements and processes can be found on the Interior 
Health - Your Environment webpage.   

Interior Health is committed to improving the health and wellness of all by working collaboratively with local 
governments and community partners to create policies and environments that support good health.  Please do 
not hesitate to reach out to if you require clarification or have questions. 

Sincerely, 

  
Tanya Osborne, BAHS  Jill Worboys, RD 
Community Health Facilitator  Public Health Dietitian 
Healthy Communities  Healthy Communities 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/326_2004
https://www.interiorhealth.ca/YourEnvironment/HBE/Pages/Onsite-Sewerage-Systems.aspx
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/70_2012
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/content/complete/statreg/1922970521/08028/reg08028/1987775736/?xsl=/templates/browse.xsl
https://www.interiorhealth.ca/YourEnvironment/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.interiorhealth.ca/YourEnvironment/Pages/default.aspx
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CITY OF KELOWNA

MEMORANDUM

Date: December 15, 2020

File No.: A20-0004     FH20-0004

To: Land Use Planning Manager (TC)

From: Development Engineering Manager (JK) 

Subject: 3201 Pooley Road at Rose Rd  Lot 3 Plan 790        Farm Worker Housing   

Development Engineering has the following comments and requirements associated with 
this application to consider an ALC Non-Adhering Residential Use Permit to allow for 
Temporary Farm Worker Housing to be constructed on the subject property for 60 
Farm Workers. 
 
The requirements for setbacks and Building Code related issues must be considered. 
Development Engineering will defer comment on those and other issues to Building & 
Permitting. 

Domestic water and fire protection.

The subject property is currently serviced with an irrigation service, a Domestic service 
and a dedicated Fire Line   On-site servicing, the utilisation of the existing services as well 
as the required fire protection will be reviewed by  Building & Permitting.

Sanitary Sewer. 

This subject property is currently not within the City service area. Sanitary sewage is
handled by on-site wastewater disposal system(s). The existing and proposed on-site 
system(s) will be reviewed by a Licenced Wastewater Practitioner and Building & 
Permitting.

Access and Parking

Both Pooley Rd and Rose Rd fronting this property are designated as major collectors. 
Provide an adequate a hard surface to accommodate the parking and turning movements 
on-site. Limit the driveway width to  6.0m meters

 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
James Kay, P.Eng. 
Development Engineering Manager   
JF 

__________________
James Kay, P.Eng
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December 18, 2020 

  

 
 
Ministry of Agriculture 

 
Sector Development Branch 

 
Mailing Address: 
Ste. 200 – 1690 Powick Road 
Kelowna BC  V1X 7G5 
 

 
Telephone: 250 861-7211 
Toll Free: 1 888 332-3352 
Web Address: http://gov.bc.ca/agri/ 

 

File No: 0280-30 

Local Government File No: A20-0004 

 

City of Kelowna 

1435 Water Street 

Kelowna, BC V1Y 1J4  

Via E-mail: planninginfo@kelowna.ca 

 

Dear City of Kelowna: 

 

Re: Non-adhering residential use application for 3201 Pooley Road (PID: 004-370-651) 

 

Thank you for providing B.C. Ministry of Agriculture staff the opportunity to comment on the 

proposed non-adhering residential use application in the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) for 

temporary farm worker housing. We note that the proposed temporary farm worker housing is 

intended to house workers that are part of the federal Seasonal Agriculture Worker Program 

(SAWP). The amount of useable space allocated per worker is more than double the amount of 

space suggested in the Temporary Farm Worker Housing Minister’s Bylaw Standard in the 

Ministry’s Guide for Bylaw Development in Farming Areas, which was intended to strike a 

balance between providing sufficient housing for workers and protection of agricultural land. 

However, the TFWH Standard was developed in 2009 and is due for a review. In addition, 

Covid-19 has posed significant challenges with regard to housing of SAWP workers in such a 

way as to achieve good public health outcomes.  

 

Ministry staff have no objection to this application proceeding to the Agricultural Land 

Commission (ALC) for the following reasons: 

• The proposed housing is on a larger (20 acre) lot and the farm operation consists of 

multiple parcels, some of which include processing; 

• The housing is proposed to be on a compact footprint close to the road; 

• The housing is proposed to consist of trailers which could easily be removed when no 

longer required; 

• The applicants are clearly attempting to address public health issues by providing each 

worker with their own bedroom space; and  

• Based on the information in the documentation provided it appears that the number of 

workers proposed to be housed is consistent with the Minister’s Bylaw Standard for 

Temporary Farm Worker Housing. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact us directly by email or phone.  

 

mailto:planninginfo@kelowna.ca
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Sincerely, 

 

  
Alison Fox, P.Ag. 

Land Use Agrologist 

BC Ministry of Agriculture, Food  

and Fisheries 

Alison.Fox@gov.bc.ca 

(778) 666-0566 

Christina Forbes, BSc, P.Ag. 

Regional Agrologist | Kelowna 

BC Ministry of Agriculture, Food 

and Fisheries  

Christina.Forbes@gov.bc.ca 

236-766-7057  

 

Email copy: Sara Huber, Regional Planner, ALC Sara.Huber@gov.bc.ca  

   

 

mailto:Christina.Forbes@gov.bc.ca
mailto:Sara.Huber@gov.bc.ca
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