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1.0 Introduction 

 
The main objective of this report is to compile research and building documentation for McIver House 
located at 2279 Benvoulin Road in Benvoulin Heritage Park in Kelowna BC.  This report will become a 
record of the building in 2018.  It should be used to guide future conservation work, plan for regular short- 
and long-term maintenance of this important heritage building. This report will provide guidance in 
conserving the heritage value of this City of Kelowna Heritage Register building and will help to ensure 
that the physical life of the building is extended as much as possible. 
 
The McIver house is one of three buildings located in Benvoulin Heritage Park. The Benvoulin Church, built 
in 1892, has the Reid Hall (rebuilt in 2000) attached. The McIver House was moved from its original site 
near the corner of Benvoulin Road and KLO Road in 1994 to replace the original manse that had burned 
down in the 1960s. The McIver House was in poor condition as it had been vacant for many years before 
being moved to the Benvoulin Park to serve as the new caretaker residence for the site.  The house 
underwent a major exterior restoration and interior rehabilitation/renovation in 1995.  Although the 
house has undergone repairs since its restoration, it does not have a conservation plan to ensure that its 
heritage value is retained and maintained.  A conservation plan will help ensure that the physical life of 
the building is extended as long as possible, while preserving the heritage value of the house for the 
community and future generations. 
 
The original/early building materials and character-defining elements should be preserved, repaired 
and/or replaced, using the nationally, provincially and locally recognized heritage conservation standards 
and guidelines in any future conservation work. 
 

Intervention at a historic place must respect its heritage value and character-defining elements.  
It is always better to preserve than to repair and ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜǇŀƛǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜΧ ¢Ƙƛǎ άƳƛƴƛƳŀƭ 
ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴέ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ. (Source: Standards and Guidelines 

for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada, p. 3) 
 

 
2.0 Conservation Guidelines  
 
2.1 Standards & Guidelines 
The Government of Canada, in collaboration with the provinces and territories, developed the Historic 
Places Initiative which created the Canadian Register of Historic Places and the Standards and Guidelines 
for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada (Standards & Guidelines were created in 2003 and revised 
in 2010 by Parks Canada). The Standards & Guidelines are based on universally recognized conservation 
principles and identify good practice versus bad practice. This is the source used to assess the appropriate 
level of conservation and intervention on any heritage building.  (Refer to Appendix #1: Summary of Standards 

and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada)   
 

The primary objective of the project and its heritage value will determine the best treatment, ensure that 
its heritage value is protected and that its physical life is extended. Conservation includes all actions or 
processes that are aimed at safeguarding the character-defining elements of an historic place so as to 
retain its heritage value and extend its physical life. This may involve Preservation, Rehabilitation, 
Restoration, or a combination of these actions or processes. 
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Preservation: the action or process of protecting, maintaining, and/or stabilizing the existing materials, 
form and integrity of a historic place or of an individual component, while protecting its heritage value.   
 
Rehabilitation: the action or process of making possible a continuing or compatible contemporary use of a 
historic place or an individual component, through repair, alterations, ad/or additions, while protecting its 
heritage value.   
 
Restoration: the action or process of accurately revealing, recovering or representing the state of a historic 
place or of an individual component, as it appeared at a particular period in its history, while protecting its 
heritage value.   
 

The objective of this project is to document the building, review its heritage value and develop 
conservation recommendations, and to develop a maintenance plan to be used in the planning and 
management of the building.  
 

2.2 General Conservation Strategy 
Preservation of the McIver House is the primary intent of this plan, as the building has already undergone 
both restoration and rehabilitation work in the past, as well as recent conservation work.  Conservation 
work on the house, up to this point, has been recorded in this plan.  
 
!ǎ ǘƘŜ aŎLǾŜǊ IƻǳǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊŜǘŀƪŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ .ŜƴǾƻǳƭƛƴ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ tŀǊƪΣ ƴƻ 
major ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΦ  LŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ ǳǎŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ 
work based on the Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada and the 
conservation recommendations in this plan should be followed.  

 

 
3.0 Understanding the Historic Place 
 
It is important to understand the context of the building within its surroundings in order to effectively 
assess the value of the heritage resource and make value-based decisions for its conservation.  An 
understanding of the planning context and the buildinƎΩǎ evolution (at the original and current site) over 
time are important in the continued conservation of the building within the site. This understanding is 
also important background material in the evaluation of the current statement of significance (SOS) for 
the McIver House, which is essential in the effective management of the cultural resource. 
 

3.1 Description of McIver HouseΣ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨBenvoulin Heritage ParkΩ 
Legal description: 
Street Address:  2269 - 2279 Benvoulin Road, Kelowna BC  
Original Address:  1954 KLO Road, Kelowna BC (moved in December 1994) 
Legal Description: Lots 15 & 16, Block 7, Plan 415B  
Roll Number: 10388000; Jurisdiction: 217; PID: 024-566-543 
Site Area:    1.26 Acres 
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Site boundaries: 
The pie-shaped property is bounded by Benvoulin Road directly to the west with multi-residential (RM3) 
units across the road, agricultural land (zoned A1 Agricultural in the ALR) is on the other three sides of the 
property.  
 
Site Description: 
The McIver House is located towards the back of the property known as Benvoulin Heritage Park in 
YŜƭƻǿƴŀΩǎ {ƻǳǘƘ tŀƴŘƻǎȅ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘΦ ¢ƘŜ aŎLǾŜǊ IƻǳǎŜ ǎƘŀǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ .ŜƴǾƻǳƭƛƴ 
Heritage Church built in 1892 which is in its original location on the original lots subdivided and donated 
for the new Presbyterian Church by G.G. Mackay.  The Reid Hall, along with the foyer containing 
bathrooms, was built in 2000, replacing the original c.1955 Reid Hall attached directly to the church. 
Access to the park and house is off of Benvoulin Road, which is the original entrance to the park. The park 
also includes: gazebo structure with concrete pad, wedding garden (2014), memorial garden for Marietta 
(Anderson) Lightbody (2017); pollinator garden (in progress- 2018); other garden spaces. 
 
The c. 1904 farmhouse is a prominent 1.5 storey wood building. The house has about 900 square feet on 
the main floor and about 500 square feet on the second floor. The house is on a modern (1995) concrete 
foundation with a crawlspace. The house has its own gardens in the front, the back, and the side of the 
house.  The driveway is on the southeast side.  There are a number of sheds and a large container for 
COHS storage and garden equipment for the site.  The house is partially fenced to delineate private space 
for the caretaker and COHS, from the semi-public space of the rest of the site.  
 
Spatial Organization: 
-Relationship between the McIver House and the Benvoulin Church and Reid Hall   

*Note: the relationship of the two buildings and the park, has ǊŜƎŀƛƴŜŘ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ with 
moving the McIver House onto the site close to the original location of the church manse that burned down in the late 
1960s.  

-Landmark location within the old Ψ.ŜƴǾƻǳƭƛƴ ¢ƻǿƴǎƛǘŜΩ and on Benvoulin Road 
 
Topography: 
-Flat valley bottom associated with Okanagan Lake and its water systems, rising up to the low round hills 
that line each side of the Valley. 
 
Vegetation: 
-Planted Ψcottage ǎǘȅƭŜΩ gardens, grass parking, some gravel driveways & paths, and pavement 
-Mature trees including: a large Manitoba Maple tree (in centre of wedding gardens), a Chestnut (in front), 
a Golden Rain Tree (in pollinator garden), fruit trees (apricots), hedges 
*Note: a tree inventory is being created for the park 
  
Buildings & structures: 
-The c. 1904 farmhouse 
-The 1892 church with 2000 hall & foyer addition 
-Storage sheds (and container) for site 
-Gazebo in wedding garden, memorial garden with screen & sculpture, pollinator garden, benches and 
fencing. 
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Views and vistas: 
-Internal views leading from one area of the site to another 
-Views of the surrounding hills and farmland (orchards to the south and east; crops to the north) and 
urban residential to the west 
 

3.2 Planning Context 
An understanding of the overall planning context of the McIver House within its site is necessary for the 
development of effective conservation policy.  This is a key part of the understanding of the historic place. 
 
Cultural context: 
As part (although a more recent addition) of Benvoulin Heritage Park, the McIver House is important to 
the local community for its heritage value as an early and unique farmhouse in the Benvoulin/KLO 
agricultural area. This is evident when the farmhouse was donated to COHS in 1994 and the community 
supported the restoration project through many, many volunteer hours, and significant financial and 
material donations.  The McIver House was added to the Kelowna Heritage Register, which also indicates 
its value to the community. The house has become an integral part of this landmark heritage site on the 
Benvoulin Road and in Kelowna.  
 
Formal recognition status: 
The 1.26-acre site and buildings are owned by the Central Okanagan Heritage Society.  The McIver House 
and the Benvoulin Church are ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ YŜƭƻǿƴŀΩs Heritage Register.  The Kelowna Heritage Register 
(Community Heritage Register) was established under Section 954 of the Local Government Act (BC).  
These buildings are also on the Provincial and National Heritage Registers.   
 
Legal protection status:   
The Benvoulin Church Heritage Designation Bylaw No. 5599 was passed by City Council in 1983. It is the 
only building on the site that is protected with a Heritage Designation Bylaw.  The McIver House is not 
protected by a heritage designation bylaw at this time.  
 
Zoning status and regulations:  
The P2 zoning of the site (Education & Minor Institutional) allows for the current secondary use of the 
house as a caretaker unit in a park with a cultural recreational use. (Refer to Appendix #2: Education and Minor 

Institutional)   
 

KelownaΩǎ Official Community Plan (OCP 2030):               
The Official Community Plan (OCP) provides a policy framework and clear vision of the City's intentions 
with regard to future land uses and servicing across the community.  Each property in Kelowna has a 
future land use designation as specified in the Official Community Plan.  The OCP designates the future 
land use of the Benvoulin Heritage Park as Major Park/Open Space (public) (PARK), which is the current 
zoning of the park.  
 

άCity, District, Community, Neighbourhood and Linear parks. Not all parks required over the next 20 years 

are indicated on the map, as Neighbourhood parks will be provided at City standards as integral components 
of new and redevelopment initiatives. A major Recreation Park will be provided in the Glenmore Valley area. 
Open space indicated at the south end of Ellison Lake is intended as wildlife habitat preservation subject to 

approval of the appropriate provincial ministry or agency.έ (Source: OCP 2030, 4.2 Land Use Designation Definitions) 
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The surrounding propertiesΩ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ƛǎ designated as Resource Protection Area (REP) to the north, 
east and south. άRural land preserved for agricultural, environmental and recreational purposes, including the ALR, other 

resource lands with environmental value and protected natural open spaces, including private open space, steeply sloped lands, 
Natural Environment/Hazardous Condition DP Areas, and other natural features such as watercourses, water bodies, wetlands, 
plant and wildlife habitat, and significant aesthetic value. Allowable uses would be agriculture / resource use including farming, 
forestry, wood lots and silviculture as well as public or private open space on lands considered environmentally sensitive or 
hazardous (steep slopes). Generally land areas within this designation (whether they are within the permanent growth boundary 
or not) will not be supported for exclusion from the ALR or for more intensive development than that allowed under current zoning 
regulations, except in specific circumstances where the City of Kelowna will allow exceptions to satisfy civic objectives for the 
provision of park/recreation uses. Non-ALR land outside the Permanent Growth Boundary will not be supported for any further 
parcelization.έ (Source: OCP 2030, 4.2 Land Use Designation Definitions) 

 
 The land to the west is designated as Multiple Unit Residential (Low Density) (MRL). άTownhouses, garden 

apartments, apartments, buildings containing three or more residential units. Complementary uses (i.e. care centres, minor public 
services/utilities, and neighbourhood parks), that are integral components of urban neighbourhoods would also be permitted. 
Building densities would be consistent with the provisions of the RM1 ς Four-plex Housing, RM2 ς Low Density Row Housing, or 
RM3 ς Low Density Multiple Housing zones of the Zoning Bylaw and may include CD Comprehensive Development zoning for 
similar densities or land uses. Where multiple unit residential (low density) uses fall within character areas (see Map 5.8 - Urban 
Design DP Area Designation), rezoning will not be permitted if such results in building heights greater than 2 ½ storeys (regardless 
of density). Front yard setbacks should remain consistent with the established street pattern to ensure that neighbourhood 
character is maintainedΦέ (Source: OCP 2030, 4.2 Land Use Designation Definitions) 

 
The OCP includes policies that are intended to promote the conservation of heritage buildings listed on 
the Kelowna Heritage Register.  It states that the City will demonstrate a commitment to heritage 
conservation by ensuring that City-owned heritage properties be maintained in an appropriate condition.  
 

3.3 Evolution of Place 
 
3.3.1 Historical Context: 
The house was owned by the McIver family for 67 years before the family donated it to the Central 
Okanagan Heritage Society in 1994. 
 
The farmhouse was built by a Mr. Scott, as a residence for his asparagus farm.  There is little known about 
Scott, except that he was a wheelwright. The house was likely built around 1904, when the Kelowna Land 
and Orchard Company bought and subdivided the 6,473 Lequime property (pre-emption) into smaller 
agricultural lots and built KLO Road.  The house originally faced KLO Road (1950/1954 KLO Road).  It was 
suggested that the house may have been built earlier, however, between the orientation of the house 
and the subdivision of the old Lequime property in 1904, it is likely that it was built in 1904.  
 
There is little information on the house until the house and land was bought by the McIvers in 1927. In 
the McIver family reminiscences of the house, it is mentioned that Bernard (Barney) Joseph McIver bought 
the property from his brother Pat who had likely bought it from the Scott family.  Pat owned it for a short 
time before selling it to Barney.  
 
Brothers Barney and Pat McIver, arrived in Kelowna in 1910, after arriving in Guelph Ontario from Ireland 
in 1908. Barney and his brother worked at many different jobs to save money to buy their own house. 
Barney eventually bought a homestead in Ellison where he grew berries for market. For many years 
Barney managed the Bulman Ranch in Ellison, where he met and married Harriet (Hattie) Perkins in 1923 
at the Christien House in Ellison (now located at the Father Pandosy Mission). Hattie arrived from England 
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in 1920 and worked as a governess for the Cameron family before marrying BarneȅΦ ¢ƘŜ aŎLǾŜǊΩǎ ǘǿƻ 
children were born at the Ellison house; Bernard Bryan (Barry) in 1924 and Patricia (Pat) in 1927.  The 
Ellison house was soon deemed too small for the growing family and the wildlife too close.  
 
Lƴ мфнт ǘƘŜ aŎLǾŜǊΩǎ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ on the 17-acre farm, which ran from Benvoulin Road to Como 
wƻŀŘΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ Y[h wƻŀŘΦ ¢ƘŜ aŎLǾŜǊΩǎ ƳƛȄŜŘ ŦŀǊƳ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƻǿǎΣ ǇƛƎǎΣ ŎƘƛŎƪŜƴǎΣ ǾŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜǎ 
and fruit.  Their farm was well known for its fine cabbages and potatoes, which they grew and sold in 

Kelowna.  There was also an asparagus patch, possibly what was left of the original 
asparagus farm when the house was first built.  Barney also managed the Mission 
Creek Irrigation system and for many years had the animal pound on his property 
while still farming until he retired at 90 years old.  
 
.ŀǊƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ IŀǘǘƛŜ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ мфтфΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǎŜƴƛƻǊǎΩ 
home.  Barney died in 1982 at the age of 96, while Hattie lived until her 102nd 
birthday. Once the couple moved out, the house was boarded up and remained 
empty.  A new house had been built behind the old farmhouse, in which Pat 
(McIver) and her husband Roger Arcand lived.  Pat and Roger, both with military 
careers, married in 1954.  Pat and Roger moved back to Kelowna in 1970 with 
their two children, Nancy and Michael. Barry McIver married Trudy Turney in 
мфпп ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΤ .ǊȅŀƴΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ ŀƴŘ tŀǘǊƛŎƛŀΦ ¢ƘŜ !ǊŎŀƴŘΩǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 
tŀǘΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ .ŜǊƴŀǊŘ ό.ŀǊǊȅύ .Ǌȅŀn McIver continued to farm the land.   

 
Pat Arcand, her brother Barry and mother Harriet, wanted to see the house preserved and lived in once 
ƳƻǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳƘƻǳǎŜ ǘƻ /hI{ ŀŦǘŜǊ IŀǊǊƛŜǘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ мффнΦ tŀǘ ƘŀŘ ƎƻǘǘŜƴ 
to know Ray Helgeson, caretaker at the Benvoulin property, who was living in the small Reid Hall with his 
wife Fran.  Pat was working in the Planning department for the City of Kelowna and Ray as a local 
newspaper photographer when they met. The friendship between the Arcands and the Helgesons was a 
key reason behind the donation to the Heritage Society.  In the fall of 1994, preparations for the move of 
the McIver House to its new location at Benvoulin Heritage Park began.  
 

As the Benvoulin Heritage Park site continued to attract more people to 
use the church and the grounds, ideas about how to make the site more 
useable were discussed. In 1994, the society was offered the McIver 
House, a c.1904 farmhouse. The McIver House would be moved to the 
back of the site, at the location of the original church manse, which burned 
down in the late 1960s, and would serve as the site managers' new 
residence. This would not only give the site managers a new and larger 
home, but it would free up Reid Hall to once again become available as a 
public meeting space with a kitchen, washroom and bridal change room. 
By accepting the McIver House, the society preserved and restored 
another heritage building, which would likely have been lost.  

 
On December 3rd, 1994, the 90-year old McIver family house was moved from KLO Road to a new 
foundation on the Benvoulin property. The move took place at 3am, to ensure that that the soft farmland 
was frozen.  The move cost COHS about $20,000. Lesley-Anne Evans, a landscape architect, put together 
the concept plan and supervised the move. The foundation plan was drawn up by Peter Chataway and 

Painting of the manse before it 
burned down.  COHS Fonds 

 

Hattie and Barney McIver,  
c.1970s.  McIver Family 
Fonds 
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built by Ken Reid (KSR Construction). KSR Construction moved the McIver house 1.5 kms across the fields 
to its new home at the Benvoulin Heritage Park.  (Refer to Appendix #3: Location of Original Site (1954 KLO Road) & 

New Location at Benvoulin Heritage Park (2279 Benvoulin Road)) 
 

In early 1995, once the McIver House was on its new foundations, planning for the restoration of the 
building's exterior and the interior rehabilitation began. The committee included: Sandy Welbourn as 
project co-ordinator, Gordon Hartley as architectural advisor, Lorri Dauncey heritage conservation 
consultant and Grant Davies as building supervisor. Restoration work included: new cedar shingle roof; 
heritage colour scheme (based on colour sampling of the exterior to determine the original/early colour 
scheme); restoring the front balcony; restoring the original back verandah; repair of the various building 
elements. 
 
The restoration work was finished in September 1995 with support from the community in the way of 
grants and donations of time and money. Major contributors towards the restoration included: the Capri 
Rotary Club, the Kelowna Heritage Foundation, Jamie Brown, R.J. Bennett, Dave Bowden, and Ralph 
Livingston. The project also received help in restoring the building through an Unemployment Insurance 
(UI) Training Program, for labour equivalent to $57,000. Unemployed skilled construction workers were 
hired for 20 weeks on the McIver House restoration/rehabilitation. The UI workers were under the 
supervision of Grant Davies.  A $25,000 mortgage was taken out by the society in order to purchase 
building materials for the restoration. The mortgage was paid off a year later, with money raised through 
bingos and fundraisers. The McIver House restoration, at a total cost of 
approximately $160,000 was on budget and on time. 
 
On October 26th, 1995 the McIver House was officially opened to the 
public. The community was invited to come and see the restored 
heritage house, which would soon be lived in by the on- site managers. 
Pat (McIver) Arcand and Barry McIver planted a sunset maple tree near 
the house to commemorate the event.  
 

With the completion of the restoration of the 
McIver House, site managers Ray and Fran 
Helgeson moved into their new home. Reid Hall 
was converted back to a public use as a hall that could be used with the church 
ƻǊ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜƭȅ ŦƻǊ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ IŜƭƎŜǎƻƴΩǎ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŎLǾŜǊ IƻǳǎŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
retirement in 2009, after 22 years as the Benvoulin Park caretakers. The 
IŜƭƎŜǎƻƴΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪΩǎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ 
hall during their long tenure. The McIver House continues to be lived in by the 
Benvoulin Park caretaker. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The McIver family in front of the restored 
house, c. 1996.   McIver Family Fonds 

Fran & Ray Helgeson c.2009. 
COHS Fonds 
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3.3.2 Chronology of the Historic Place: 
The McIver House, built about 1904, is a rare example of a vernacular farmhouse in the saltbox house 
form in Kelowna. The house had some exterior alterations over the years, prior to the 1995 restoration.  
/ƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ aŎLǾŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩs needs over the years.  The McIvers owned the house 
for 67 years before donating the building to COHS, who has now owned it for 24 years. 
 

YEAR EVENT IMPACTS AND CHANGES 

c.1904 
 

Mr. Scott built the house as his residence 
at his asparagus farm at the corner of 
Benvoulin Road and the new KLO Road.  

This aerial photo shows the McIver House (left lower 
corner) in its farm setting, including a large barn set back to 
the right of the house.  KLO Road, located in front of the 
house, is not in the photo, but the driveway from KLO Road 
to the house is visible to the right of the house. This photo 
was taken during the time that the McIver Family lived in 
the house. McIver Family Photos & COHS Fonds, n.d. 
 

Original design and elements: 
 
- post and beam wood frame structure 
-1.5-storey house has a front sloping pitched roof and shed 
rear extension in the saltbox form 
-front gable roof has a central raised gable over the second-
floor door to the balcony 
-gable roof drops lower in the back of the building to cover a 
second set of rooms 
-front façade has a three-bay façade: second floor- door with 
balcony with plain walls on each side; main floor- three bays 
are emphasized by the posts dividing the space.  
-exterior is clad with horizontal drop siding, including details 
such as corner boards, simple window and door trims.  
-front upper central balcony 
-wrap-around verandah in front, right side, and back 
-sleeping porch (either original or early addition on 
verandah; important in hot Okanagan summers) 
-delicate wood detail on posts and beneath the eaves on 
front and side; back has simple posts only 
-single hung windows with one over one and two over two 
sashes with simple wood mouldings 

1927 to 
1930s 

.ŜǊƴŀǊŘ όΨ.ŀǊƴŜȅΩύ ŀƴŘ IŀǊǊƛŜǘ aŎLǾŜǊ 
bought the farm in 1927 and moved into 
the house with their two young children, 
.ŜǊƴŀǊŘ όΨ.ŀǊǊȅΩύ .Ǌȅŀƴ ŀƴŘ tŀǘǊƛŎƛŀ όΨtŀǘΩύΦ 

View of the front of the house soon after the McIver family 
ƳƻǾŜŘ ƛƴΦ  aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΩǎ original design and 
elements are visible. McIver Family Photos & COHS Fonds, 
c.1930s 
 
 

Original design and elements: 
 
The approx. 30-year-old house appears to be in fair to good 
condition.  The burgundy trims are faded.  The siding colour 
has faded and appears to be a lighter tone. The roof appears 
to be in good condition, with the chimney not visible from 
this side of the house. The second-floor balcony appears to 
be in fair condition. Both the second-floor door onto the 
balcony and the front door have simple two panel screen 
doors.  The front verandah is in fair condition with the wood 
detailing on the posts and beneath the eaves visible. The 
vertical verandah skirting, as well as the simple steps up to 
the verandah can be seen.  
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YEAR EVENT IMPACTS AND CHANGES 

1930s Original rear verandah after the McIver 
family moved into the house.   

View of the back of the house after the McIver family 
moved in.  The original design of the verandah is visible. 
McIver Family Photos & COHS Fonds, c.1930s 

 

Original design and elements: 
 
The back verandah of the house looks to be in fair to poor 
condition.  The skirting that encloses the deck has missing 
boards.  The verandah posts are visible, as well as the 
horizontal boards at the end of the verandah, that have likely 
been added later to enclose this section of the verandah. The 
ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǎǘŜǇ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊŀƴŘŀƘΩǎ ōŀŎƪ ŘƻƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴ 
four-panel screen door is visible.  
 
The verandah was on three sides of the house when the 
McIver family moved in.  This included the early/ original 
sleeping porch, which was enclosed with boards in between 
the posts with screening on the upper half.  There would 
have been a screen door facing the back of the house, next 
to the side door into the kitchen area of the house.  

1940s Removal of the front upper floor balcony 
and general disrepair of the house. 

.ŜǊƴŀǊŘ όΨ.ŀǊƴŜȅΩύ ŀƴŘ IŀǊǊƛŜǘ aŎLǾŜǊ standing in front of 
their house without the second-floor balcony.  McIver 
Family Photos & COHS Fonds, c.1945 

Original element removed: 
 
 The 40-year-old house appears to be in fair condition, with 
the first major change to the front façade visible. The 
second-floor balcony has been removed, likely due to rot.  In 
this c. 1945 photo, the area where the balcony was attached 
to the house is visible.   
 
The house appears to be in desperate need of new paint, as 
there is a significant amount of bare wood showing on the 
upper siding. Some of the wood detailing on the verandah 
posts is missing. 

 

1940s/ 
1950s 
 

! ΨƳǳŘǊƻƻƳΩ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀǘ the rear of the 
house on the right-hand side, replacing the 
back verandah. 

 
View of (current) north 
corner of house showing 
ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨƳǳŘǊƻƻƳΩ 
before the house was 
moved. COHS Fonds, 1994 
 
 
 
View of (current) northeast 
facade of house showing 
the ΨƳǳŘǊƻƻƳΩ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
house was moved just 
prior to its removal.  COHS 
Fonds, 1995 

Original element removed and partially replaced with 
addition: 
 
The rear section of the verandah including the roof 
overhang, to the left of the back door (including in front of 
the kitchen window) was removed.  This was likely due to 
the poor condition of the verandah and possibly to let more 
light into the kitchen.  
 
The section of the verandah on the right-hand side (about 
2/3 of the length), including the back door, was enclosed 
ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ΨƳǳŘǊƻƻƳΩ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŜȄǘŜǊƛƻǊ ŘƻƻǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ 
given the family additional space and would help keep the 
cold or hot weather out when the back door was opened. 
(source: Pat (McIver) Arcand, COHS Fonds) 
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YEAR EVENT IMPACTS AND CHANGES 

1940s/ 
1950s 

Replaced original brick chimney with a 
taller concrete block chimney.  The cedar 

shingle roof was 
likely replaced at or 
around the same 
time.  
                            
 View of concrete block 
chimney before the house 
was moved. COHS Fonds, 
1994 

Original element removed and replaced with modern 
materials: 
 
The original brick chimney, which began on the second floor, 
did not extend very high on the roof.  Because of this, there 
were many chimney fires.  The chimney was replaced with a 
concrete block chimney, with a ceramic flue.  This new 
chimney was built from the main floor to above the roof line. 
 
 Lǘ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŎŜŘŀǊ ǎƘƛƴƎƭŜ ǊƻƻŦ ǿŀǎ 
installed around this time.  

1979 to 
1994 

The McIver House was empty after Barney 
and Hattie moved ǘƻ ŀ ǎŜƴƛƻǊǎΩ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ 
1979, until it was donated to COHS in 1994.  

COHS president, Ron Schupe, 
standing on the verandah next 
to the sleeping porch before 
the house was moved. 

 
Ron Schupe sitting on the front verandah before the house 
was moved. COHS Fonds, 1994 

House moved to new location: 
The house fell into disrepair once it was not lived in. By the 
time the house was donated to COHS, the verandah decking 
and under structure was in very poor condition; the window 
glazing had cracks and the storms were missing; the roof had 
failed; the paint was peeling and bare wood showing; as well 
the interior was no longer functional in regards to its 
systems.  Plans were made to move the house to Benvoulin 
Heritage Park, including drawings of the new foundation and 
the house floor & elevation plans prior to the move.  (Refer 
to Appendix #4: Old McIver House Relocation & Existing 
Floor & Elevation Plans, 1994, Peter Chataway) 

 
The house being moved to 
Benvoulin Heritage Park on 
December 3rd 1994. COHS 
Fonds, 1994 
 

 

1995  Restoration & Rehabilitation by COHS                                 
The decision was made that the exterior of the 
house undergo a period restoration, as it was felt 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΩǎ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƭŀȅ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊƴŀŎǳƭŀǊ 
farmhouse in a unique style.  As the house had few 
changes and additions, this was the best option for 
the house.             

View of new back verandah, new crawlspace, verandah 
being repaired, front foundation. COHS Fonds, 1995               

Exterior restoration of the McIver House includes:  
-The replication of the front balcony (using the early photo of 
the front façade & building evidence), as this was an 
important element to restore, as the door otherwise did not 
make sense.  
-The removal of the later back enclosed mudroom addition 
and the restoration of the back (and a small section of the 
side) verandah including the roof. The width of the back 
ǇƻǊŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ ŀōƻǳǘ мΩ уέΦ 
-The removal of the concrete chimney (necessary in order to 
move the house) on the back roof and the replacement with 
a metal stack. The decision was made not to rebuild the 
original brick chimney, but instead re-use the chimney space 
for venting the new gas furnace. 
-The verandah floor structure, skirting and decking boards 
were in very poor condition by the time the building was 
moved.  These were not moved with the building and were 
rebuilt at its new location. 
-The decorative elements on the porch 
-The house was placed on a new concrete foundation with a 
crawlspace. 
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YEAR EVENT IMPACTS AND CHANGES 

1995  
Cont. 

New foundation, verandah work in progress, new roof 
COHS Fonds, 1995 

 
 ¢ƘŜ aŎLǾŜǊ IƻǳǎŜΩǎ 
original/early garage that 
was not moved to 
Benvoulin Heritage Park 
partially due to lack of 
resources. COHS Fonds, 
1995 

 

 
-The house and verandah had a new cedar shingle roof 
installed, similar to the original and current roof. The rear 
ǾŜǊŀƴŘŀƘΩǎ ǊƻƻŦ ǿŀǎ ǊŜōǳƛƭǘ ǘƻ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ǊŜǇƭƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ 
roof.  New eavestroughs & downspouts were installed. 
-The original windows were repaired and retained, with new 
storms built.  
-Exterior doors were repaired and new wooden screen doors 
built in a simple style similar to the ones seen in historic 
photos.  The only exception was the front screen door, with 
a couple of decorative elements, was repaired and retained.  
Paint- not sure when first painted- Early/original colours-  
-Colour sampling revealed the original/early colour scheme 
that was very different than the white and green of the 
farmhouse when it was donated. The house was repainted in 
this heritage colour scheme.   

 
Refer to: Exterior Colour Schemes for more details. 

 
 

1995 Restoration and Rehabilitation by COHS- 
Interior 
The interior of the house underwent a 
renovation/rehabilitation in order to accommodate 
the needs of the Benvoulin caretakers. Much of the 
original materials were salvaged and retained. 

Interior renos that preserved ceilings, some floors & trims. 
COHS Fonds, 1995 

 
Interior renos that preserved a set of kitchen cupboards 
and the sink area. COHS Fonds, 1995 
 

Interior renovations of the interior of the McIver 
House include:  
 
-All new systems (i.e. mechanical, electrical and plumbing) 
-New bathroom installed at the top of the stairs, next to the 
attic space on the back of the house. 
-The layout of the house was largely retained, along with the 
trims and flooring.  New lino was installed in the kitchen and 
main floor bathroom/utility room/hot water tank/storage),  
-Much of the lathe and plaster was removed and replaced 
with dry wall, and insulation added in the exterior walls 
(although it appears limited in main attic space) 
 
Elements that were retained: 
-Most of the wood floors, including the heating/ventilation 
vents in the floor 
-Most of the ceilings, including the holes (plugged up) that 
show where the stove pipes for heating were installed 
-Interior doors and handles and hardware were reused 
and/or vintage ones found. The large double size door way 
between the main floor bedroom and the living room had 
sliding doors that were replaced with French doors between 
the two rooms. 
-The wood floor in the living room had a vintage lino rug with 
the wood floor painted around the outer edge. This gave the 
space the look that it had a rug in the space.  The lino was in 
poor condition, but was photographed.  The floors were 
refinished at this time to preserve the exterior outer darker 
stain.  Note: Unfortunately, this was removed when the floors were 
refinished in renovations in 2008/2009 to the house. 
-Set of kitchen cupboards and sink were retained as part of 
kitchen reno. 
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YEAR EVENT IMPACTS AND CHANGES 

1995 Exterior Restoration Completed 

View of SW, NW, NE & SE facades. COHS Fonds, 1996 

Original elements restored: 
 
See above for details 

Fall 
1996 

Celebration for the 
completion of the 
McIver House 
restoration project 
 
Burning the mortgage with 
Pat Arcand & Sandy 
Welbourn. COHS Fonds, 
1996 

Restoration paid for through significant volunteer 
work and community support 

2000 
 
 

McIver House was added to the Kelowna 
Heritage Inventory and a SOS was created 
by the City of Kelowna 
 

Recognized as having heritage value (see SOS), 
including its history as being a major community 
restoration project in Kelowna undertaken by COHS. 

2006/ 
2007 

McIver House exterior repainted in similar 
heritage colour scheme 

Protection of original elements (CDE) 
 
Refer to: Exterior Colour Schemes for more details.  

 

2008/ 
2009 

Renovations/Updates to interior of house 
 
 

New French doors & Refinished floors (living room) with 
vintage paint removed. L. Dauncey, 2018 
 

Renovation of interior to make more livable for 
caretaker(s) 
 
-floors were refinished (the perimeter black paint in living 
room was removed) and work done to keep mice from 
getting into the house through the crawlspace 
-interior was repainted 
-new French doors were installed between the living room 
and the dining room to create a new main floor bedroom.  
The space was modified in order to install the new doors.  
-two bathrooms had renovations and updates, such as new 
sinks, toilets, etc. 
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YEAR EVENT IMPACTS AND CHANGES 

2017-
2018 

Conservation work on the exterior of the 
McIver House  
 
A heritage contractor was hired to undertake the 
exterior conservation work on McIver House in 2016.  
5ǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ constraints, the project 
did not begin until fall 2017 and was not completed 
until June 2018. COHS received a City of Kelowna 
Heritage Grant (CoKHGP) that paid for almost half of 
the total cost, excluding the additional work with the 
marmot wire mesh and gravel perimeter. 
 

New verandah decking & New steps with repaired skirting. 
L. Dauncey, 2018 

 

Balcony repaired & New 
window sill. L. Dauncey, 2018 

 
 
 

 
North corner board repaired & cellar entrance cover 
repaired. L. Dauncey, 2018 

 

Exterior conservation work included: 
 
-The verandah, largely rebuilt in 1995, needed a number of 
repairs and replacement of materials. The under-structure of 
the verandah was repaired (i.e. high use areas such as near 
doorways).  The 1995 decking material was tongue & groove 
(t&g) boards.  The decking had warped and deteriorated 
over the years, due to the type of decking material used 
(t&g- not appropriate as decking material and was not the 
same decking material as on the verandah before it was 
moved) and to minimal upkeep (the boards had not been 
stained regularly since the deck was rebuilt in 1995). The 
new 2018 decking material is comprised of boards with a 
small gap between each board, more appropriate and similar 
to the verandah decking prior to the move.  All of the 
decking was replaced, except for where the enclosed 
sleeping porch is, as this material was still in good condition 
and replacement more difficult. The new verandah boards 
were treated with boiled linseed oil.  The t&g exposed 
boards of the sleeping porch ends were painted to match the 
siding.  
-The skirting around the verandah- front and back- was 
repaired and repainted. 
-The three sets of steps leading up to the three exterior 
doors on the verandah were in poor condition and were 
rebuilt.  
-The second-floor balcony was repaired with new decking 
(same as the verandahΩǎ ƴŜǿ ŘŜŎƪƛƴƎύΣ ǊŜǇŀƛǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
understructure (even with the poor condition of the t&g 
decking, the verandah roof underneath was fully protected 
from water damage due to the asphalt membrane, which is 
not visible), and new paint touchups.  
-The SE upper window sill was replaced due to rot, likely due 
to the air conditioning unit in the window.  
-One new storm window was made to replace a missing 
storm and one storm window was repaired (Note: Storms 
protect the original windows and take the brunt of the 
weather.  They are considered replaceable) 
-Repair of the bottom of the north corner board on the 
house 
-Repairs to the verandah decorative elements (many were 
loose and need to be reattached and painted) 
-Repairs to storm doors 
-The roof of the cellar entrance cover was replaced (with 
new metal flashing) and treated with boiled linseed oil. 
-New wire mesh was attached to verandah skirting and 
buried under new wider gravel perimeter around the house. 
The mesh is meant to help keep marmots out from under 
the verandah, to keep vegetation away from the building, 
and to drain water away from foundation. 

 

 
 
 


