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Why should better access to child care matter? 

• Economic growth 

• Child development

• Gender equality 

Source: Who Cares? Why Canada needs a public child care system, OXFAM 2019



Provincial Strategy - Child Care B.C. (Budget 2018)

Provincial Child Care B.C. Program (2018)
$1.3 billion over 3 years

QUALITY ACCESS AFFORDABILITY

Goal: Move towards Universal Child Care

Child Care BC New 
Spaces Fund

Community Child Care 
Space Creation Program

Community Child Care 
Planning Program 

$237 million (22,000 spaces)

$2.85 million $221 million $153 million



Methodology

• Community Engagement 

• Child Care Inventory

• Community Profile

• Background Policy Research

• Space Creation Targets 

• Recommendations & Actions



Results: Community Engagement

PARENT & CAREGIVER SURVEY

PROVIDER SURVEY

FOCUS GROUPS

POP-INS

ONE-ON-ONE INTERVIEWS

CHILD CARE PROVIDER WORKSHOP



Results: Inventory



Results: Current Supply & Access Rate



Results: Demand & Space Creation Targets

~ 30 new spaces per year 
over the next 10 years.

~ 1103 new spaces per year 
over the next 10 years.

Ages 0 to 5: Ages 6 to 12:

TARGET: 

2163 total spaces in 10 years
TARGET: 

12,708 total spaces in 10 years



Results: Recommendations & Actions

12 recommendations under 5 themes across the Central Okanagan:

• Process

• Policy

• Partnerships

• Advocacy

• Education & Training



Recommendations: Process

• Streamline local government regulatory processes (business 
licensing and zoning) and work with licensing to improve 
application and referral steps

• Promote and consider developing municipal incentives for 
child care providers (i.e. Free business licensing for startups,  
Permissive Tax Bylaw)



Recommendations: Policy

• Align policy documents that are inclusive of child care



Recommendations: Partnerships

• Consider joint-use agreements between public institutions to 
help facilitate the creation of additional child care spaces  

• Identify, review and assess under-utilized physical space 
within the community suitable for child care through 
community partnerships



Recommendations: Advocacy

• Advocate for child care to be included in elementary schools 

• Advocate for the implementation of new licensed child care 
facilities in new school builds 

• Advocate to the province for fair wages, benefits, continuing 
education and structured apprentice program for child care 
providers (ECEs) – (i.e. support for $10 day child care)

• Support and encourage employers to share responsibility for 
child care within their communities



Recommendations: Education & Training

• Explore the development of child care startup workshops to 
ease the process for new licensed child care providers

• Improve the experience for parents who require flexible care 
or are looking for different types of child care solutions that 
align with family care needs 

• Raise awareness about the importance of Early Childhood 
Education and the role of Early Childhood Educators (ECEs)



Council Resolution

That Council direct staff to work with the Central 
Okanagan Child Care Committee to submit final UBCM 
grant report and the Child Care Community Planning 
Report to the UBCM and the Ministry of Child and 
Family Development fulfilling the grant obligations of 
the Child Care Space Planning program.



Thank you.


