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   1454 Rocky Point Drive 
   Kelowna, BC  V1V 3E3 
   Tel:  250-762-2325    
 

 
Design Rationale – Wilden Pondside Landing 
 
The Pondside Landing townhome project is ideally situated to take advantage of both the natural setting 
and proximity to future civic amenities within Wilden. Fronting onto Union Road, homes will experience 
the vibrant urban interface at the edge of the Village & Market Square, while backing onto the tranquil 
natural landscape that surrounds Still Pond.    

Of the total 2.39 ha. site area, approximately 43% (1.03 ha.) remains as a protected wildlife corridor, 
increasing biodiversity and connecting wildlife habitats to provide safe migration to nearby greenbelts and 
wetlands.     

The plan proposes to down-zone the property from RM5 to RM3 utilizing a layout and building form more 
conducive to the site, while shifting density across the street as part of updated plans for the Village 
neighbourhood. Moving away from the previous 4-storey apartment development (approved 2009), the 
new 3-storey townhomes fit the landform more closely, mitigating overall site massing and visual impact.   

The updated design reduces the height of retaining walls from the previously approved 12m maximum to 
just over 7m in one location – which coincides with the least-visible area of the site – with an average 
height of roughly 4.5m over the length of the footprint. The proposed Sierrascape retaining wall system 
utilizes gabion-style baskets filled with rock extracted from site which blends in with existing geological 
features, and will be further enhanced with planted screening. This wall system has proven successful on 
other projects in Wilden.  

The townhomes facing Union are urban in character with strong, vertical, gable ends and row-home like 
facades. Porches front onto Union Rd encouraging a sense of home and pedestrian orientation. These 
townhomes transition in form as they re-orient on the lane side to take advantage of views over Still Pond 
and the natural wooded hillside. Decks emerge out of the sloped roof structure to provide private rooftop 
amenity to each unit. 

The townhomes on the pond side of the site are approached from the lane with a low-profile garage and 
entrance, and a gable-end roof form set back from the street. The building floor plates split at the 
entrance, step down to engage the slope and take advantage of the spectacular natural setting adjacent 
to the pond.   

The buildings in Pondside Landing utilize traditional gable roof forms while incorporating contemporary 
flat roof elements and crisp, modern detailing. Articulated decks and architectural elements provide visual 
relief to the rear building face. Each building volume is clearly delineated with distinct materials 
emphasizing the architectural form, with a subtle colour palette drawing on surrounding natural 
elements.   

The architecture bridges the traditional and modern languages bringing a new identity to the Wilden 
Village neighbourhood. 

Refer to the attached Site Rendering.    

wmiles
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MAP "A" OCP AMENDMENT

Rev. Tuesday, Ap ril 16, 20190 9045 Metres

COMM to MRL

MRM to MRL

Subject Property

File OCP18-0014

Subject Properties Notes:
Amend a portion of the subject
p roperty from MRM – Multiple
Unit Residential (Medium 
Density) to MRL Multiple Unit
Residential (Low  Density)

Subject Properties Notes:
Amend a portion of the subject
p roperty from COMM - 
Commercial to MRL Multiple 
Unit Residential (Low  Density)
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MAP "B" PROPOSED ZONING

Rev. Tuesday, April 30, 2019

File Z18-0070

0 6030
Metres

Rezone a portion of the subject property
from P3 - Parks and Open Space to RM3 - 
Low Density Multiple Housing 

Subject Property Notes:

Rezone a portion of the subject property
from RM5 - Medium Density Multiple 
Housing to RM3 - Low Density Multiple 
Housing

Subject Property Notes:

Rezone a portion of the subject property
from RM2 - Low Density Row Housing 
to RM3 - Low Density Multiple Housing

Subject Property Notes:

Subject Property

RM5 to RM3

P3 to RM3

RM2 to RM3


	1550 Union Rd - Schedule A
	1550 Union Rd - Schedule A
	Form Character Drawing Set, Ekistics_301118 2
	Form Character Drawing Set, Ekistics_301118 3
	Form Character Drawing Set, Ekistics_301118 4

	Site Rendering

	Z18-0070 Comments 1520 1550 Union Rd
	Design Rationale Statement_Nov2018
	Map A - OCP Amendment OCP18-0014
	Map B - Rezoning Z18-0070



